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OUCC Presidents News Letter, January 2016

You may recall at our last meeting in December, Kenny Hamlin announced that with his recent
retirement, he was going to also retire from the many dedicated years of service that he was on the
local East Linn Council, the OUCC, and the State OUNC board. We can’t thank Kenny enough for all the
hard work, communication, and direction he has lead to promote damage prevention and the
awareness of the 811 system, and bringing the gap closer between all the councils.

At our December meeting our 2016 officers were selected and that is why this letter comes to you from
me, Ron Coffell, as your newly elected President for the OUCC. A little bio of myself: | started with
Cascade Natural Gas in 1984 as a welder in Bellingham WA. Since that time, | have held several positions
in the company with managing construction and working with contractors and customers in both states.
| was a part of the Walla Walla County Coordinating Council for 15 years prior to moving into Oregon in
2011. Since moving here, | have been active in the Umatilla/Morrow/Gilliam Council, Baker County
Council, and have attended nearly all the Presidents meetings and the OUNC meetings since that time.

| attended the first OUNC meeting of the year representing the OUCC on January 13th. As mentioned
from Kenny last month, we will still continue to receive our funds to award to the councils for the 2016
budget and Tohin will be sending out the funds as soon as we receive them. We will have a great topic
for discussion at our next Presidents Meeting and hear how your councils are appropriating your funds
throughout the year. The next meeting will be held on March 9" in the afternoon following the OUNC
meeting at the NW Natural Gas Training Center in Sherwood. Kitty will be sending out information for
travel accommodations as we draw closet to the date. | would encourage each council President to
attend or a representative there as we begin a new year and hear about the changes from your councils

as well.

The OUNC council will have a few positions become vacant this year and | invite you to think about
looking into volunteering on anyone of the areas that interest you most. There are great discussions and
committees to be involved with that help make the OUNC/OUCC bhecome more effective in its role to
get the message out on spread the word on “Call Before You Dig”.

Be Safe in your jobs and at home, | look forward to working with and meeting those who | have yet to
meet.

Ron Coffell
President OUCC

Ron.Coffell@cngc.com
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