WASCO COUNTY UTILITIES
COORDINATING COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

November 15, 2016
8:00 a.m. @ Shari’s Restaurant
Attendance:

Sheri Clark

NW Natural

Yogi Rattay

NW Natural
Aaron Westfall
NW Natural

Scott Gallegos

NW Natural
Brewster Whitmire
Wasco Electric

Danny Saldivar
The Dalles Irrigation District

Arthur Smith

Wasco County
Dale McCabe

City of The Dalles Public Works

Nathan Pope

Chenowith Water
The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. by President, Dale McCabe.
Minutes:
Minutes for October 2016 meeting were approved as submitted. 
Treasurer’s Report:
After expenditures paid out in the months of August and September, the ending balance to date is $3,193.92.
Damage Report:
None Reported.
Old Business:
With there being no New Business items reported at the October 2016 meeting there were no Old Business items to report.
New Business:

With the fact that the OUNC will be more closely tracking council expenditures and what they are spending their monies on, a discussion ensued regarding possible sponsorship items.   Some possible items mentioned and discussed were:

· Sponsoring a Little League baseball team.  

· Sponsorship advertisement in the programs for the upcoming basketball season or possibly purchasing a banner to be hung up in the gyms at the games.  (Art will talk with Ed Ortega about the information that Ed got from The Dalles High Booster Club.  Art will also talk to the Dufur and South Wasco Athletic Directors about their sponsorship programs and then he will send an e-mail to the WCUCC council members information about prices that he finds out and we can reply with how each member recommends to proceed.)

· Possible radio advertisement through KODL when Al Winn announces/broadcasts sporting events on the radio.  (Art will talk with Al)

Discussed possible purchasing sweatshirt/hoodies with the 811 logo on them.  Scott thought they were somewhere around $15 per sweatshirt.  

The State OUNC and OUCC quarterly meetings are to be held on December 14th, 2016 and December 15th, 2016, respectively, at the Seven Feathers Resort/Casino.  As always, any member is welcome to attend and will be reimbursed for expenses.  It is recommended that a representative be present from each board.  If no one can attend, then we can possibly submit information regarding what our board is doing and planning for sponsorships. 
Nominations were held for the upcoming year (2017) :  

· Ed Ortega will become President
· Danny Saldivar will become President Elect

· Nathan Pope was nominated and unanimously approved to become Vice President
Scott mentioned that any referral that goes to the PUC is now also being sent or may be sent to OSHA by the PUC.

Round Table:
Nathan Pope – Chenowith Water

· Valve program – exercising valves
· General maintenance 
Sheri Clark – NW Natural

· General Maintenance
· Meeting with a Contractor regarding the Three Mile Creek/ODOT project and relocation of the high pressure gas main
· Design LLC going out to bid – work to start after the first of the year (joint trench)
· Service work
Brewster Whitmire – Wasco Electric

· General maintenance
· Maupin fiber project (pole replacement).
Danny Saldivar – The Dalles Irrigation

· Winter maintenance
· Air valve replacement projects/jobs to begin.  East side of town will be the main focus to begin with.  Try to replace 20 to 25 Air Valves per year over the next five years.
Arthur Smith –Wasco County 

· General winter maintenance
· Widening project at Steele Road and Landfill entrance
Dale McCabe – City of The Dalles
· Street crews are grading alleys and gravel streets
· Street crew is shifting to winter mode
· Water crew is performing galvanize service renewals on E 13th between Dry Hollow and Oregon Streets
· Water meter replacement program
· General maintenance
· Lone Pine Well Enhancement project Notice to Proceed has been issued and will begin next week
· Sanitary Sewer crews set to begin the Federal Street/Alley sanitary sewer extension
· Catch basin cleaning in preparation for winter
· Root cutting and general maintenance
· Trying to finalize 2nd street easements
· Working on design for 6th and Snipes for new motel project. There will be frontage improvements on Snipes at the Astro station and the City will work on the area between KFC to the shopping center. Dale mentioned the grassy area at the corner of Snipes as it’s a Right of Way but there are some utilities in conflict that will need to be addressed.

· Looking into Jordan/14th storm drain issue.
· Sorosis and Columbia View Reservoir seismic upgrade and painting project.
Adjourned at 9:04 a.m.  Thanks to everyone who attended!
Put next month’s meeting on your calendar:  December 20th, 2016. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dale McCabe
