WASCO COUNTY UNDERGROUND

COORDINATING COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

April 20, 2010
8:00 a.m. @ Shari’s Restaurant
Attendance:

Paul Titus

Northern Wasco County PUD

Brenda Huskey

City of The Dalles
Jim Schwinof

Q-Life

Marty Matherly

Wasco County Public Works
Mike Richardson
The Dalles Irrigation District
Delbert Nicholson
ODOT
Jeb Miller

Chenowith PUD

Greg Jensen

Crestline Construction

Don Patterson

NW Natural

Mindi Thayer

NW Natural

Sheri Clark

NW Natural Engineer from Clark County

The meeting was called to order at 8:01 a.m. by President, Mike Richardson.  
Minutes:

Minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted.

Treasurer’s Report:
Beginning balance was $4,672.51.  Dues of $80.00 were collected from Century Link and Charter Communications.  All dues have now been paid for the year.  Ending balance is $4,752.51.
Damage Report:
No damages were reported for March but Charter Communications and Century Link did not submit reports. NW Natural enters theirs on line.
Old Business:

No one has heard anything from Sunset Peak but Paul did say we had 3 new members last month so Brenda checked with Greg at the One Call Center and found out they had not joined.  Jim Schwinof worked last week with Eric Orton, design engineer for Sunset Peak, and he is working with them to get their underground information to OUNC and get on board with the one call center.
Paul is not sure if the railroad is part of the one call center.  They have a seat on the OUNC board that no one fills.  So, if anyone is working within 25 feet of the railroad ROW, call 1-800-336-9193.  They are beefing up their safety programs and want you to use their flagging practices so they offer their own separate safety flagging class.  Depending upon the number of trains running, sometimes you only have a short work window before another train arrives so you have to build those timeframes into your work plans.
Brenda checked out the price of radio ads and KODL quoted 24 thirty-second spots for $100. Marcia Wynn doubled the amount of ads because it is a public service announcement.   She has downloaded the media ads from the dig safely website and will use those. KACI has three FM stations and two AM stations.  Cost for an ad used on the FM stations is $51 each time they run an ad.  Cost of running an ad on the AM stations is $30 each time they run the ad.  These prices were given without a discount for it being a public service announcement so Brenda will check getting us that discount.
Mindi suggested someone from the council join Al Wynn on his “coffee break” radio hour.  Don Patterson said he could handle that so if anyone has ideas on questions that Al could ask Don, e-mail them to either Brenda or Don.  Marty suggested we start with the history of the council and what we do and why we do it.
Marty also suggested we put a spot ad in The Chronicle. Paul said we could have a sign/banner made and put it at PUD or Public Works so we will check out prices for those.  
Don said the Locator Best Practices were agreed to as presented and no changes were sought.  Private locators already fell under these practices.

If you want to hang out and hand out “dig safely” merchandise on April 24th with the NW Natural crew in the Cherry Festival Parade , get in touch with Tonya Brumley at 541-296-2229, Ext. 8610.
New Business:

Paul attended the OUNC meeting last week.  He reported on a case from the enforcement committee where an excavator failed to notify the contractor of damage.  For some reason or the other, the information slipped through the cracks.  So if you have damage, document it well by writing down what the damage was, who you spoke with, when you spoke to them and what the conversation entailed.  The OUCC meeting on May 20th is in Bend.
Tariff fees cost the OUNC $12,000 last month.  If you receive your locates by e-mail and also your invoices, you will be saving your company money and also the OUNC!  
Don Patterson told us Vern Mitchell is no longer with Locate, Inc. anymore.  More locators will be brought in as needed.  Mindi said John Walker does the locates for our area whenever they say “main” or “grading”. Anything that says “service” is located by Locate, Inc.  

Round Table:

Paul Titus - Northern Wasco County PUD

· Relocating their facilities at the T-intersection on Hwy 197
· Finishing up the roundabout
· Primary underground extension between Wamic and Tygh Valley
· Reconducting a pole line on E 14th and Lambert
Mindi Thayer – NW Natural
· Mindi wanted to know if we had any problems with locates that their engineering department in Portland had generated.  Several people brought up the locates at Dry Hollow and County Road and Dry Hollow and School Road.  Also the one on Harvey Road.  These are not current addresses but the “old timers” among us can still remember them.  If you have a locate where you will not be putting down white paint, make sure it is descriptive enough for the locator 
Sheri Clark – NW Natural

· Would like to know what the access for the NW Natural site at Lone Pine looks like.  They have a main valve there so Jim Schwinof will e-mail her the plans
· Two big projects this summer—Trevitt from 8th to 13th and 9th and 10th between Liberty and Washington

Jeb Miller – Chenowith PUD
· Put in new main at Highland Court and are connecting up services

· Flushing hydrants

Greg Jensen – Crestline Construction
· T-Intersection at Lone Pine – off street work will be done first, will have flaggers

· Roundabout will be done soon

· Terminal Reservoir will start next week
Delbert Nicholson – ODOT
· Patching

· Moving the entrance to Lone Pine within the next month

· Bridge projects
Dale McCabe - City of The Dalles Public Works
· Terminal Reservoir 
· Re-doing the sanitary sewer on Court Street between 7th & 10th up to Washington & 11th with this contract going out this summer  
· Re-doing sanitary sewer on Federal Street between 7th and 10th with a complete road rebuild
Marty Matherly– Wasco County Public Works
· Paving maintenance
Jim Schwinof – Q-Life
· The City and Eric Orton’s people will be GPSing to map all access points and to provide asbuilts for Q-Life
· The roundabout is winding down with some landscaping, signage and asphalt left to do
Jim Bailey – Wasco Electric Co-op (via e-mail)
· Finishing up at Young Life Camp 2 with some final connects and some tear outs of temporary services
· Pulling underground cable into conduit along Hwy 44 to Camp Baldwin 
· Small miscellaneous service jobs 
Mike Richardson – The Dalles Irrigation District
· Finishing up on-going projects
· Nothing going in underground
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Brenda Huskey, Secretary
