WASCO COUNTY UNDERGROUND

COORDINATING COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

January 15, 2008
8:00 a.m. @ Momma Jane’s 
Attendance:

Arthur Smith


Wasco County Public Works

Jeff McCall


Wasco County Public Works

Jim Bailey


Wasco Electric Coop
Pat Smith


Oregon Dept. of Transportation
Dale McCabe


City of The Dalles Public Works
Paul Titus


Northern Wasco County PUD
Ed Ortega


Northern Wasco County PUD

Brenda Huskey


City of The Dalles Public Works

The meeting was called to order at 8:06 a.m.  
Minutes:

Minutes of the December meeting were approved as submitted.

Treasurer’s Report:
Arthur Smith distributed the treasurer’s report which shows a balance of $1,654.35 after reimbursing Sherlene for attending the state meeting.
Damage Report:
Arthur also distributed the Substructrue Damage Summary for 2007.  It showed 58% of all damages occurred because of the failure to hand expose where located and marked.  Failure to request locates ranked second at 32% (first time in six years it hasn’t been at the top of the list).  Two agencies, Sprint/Embarq and Charter Communications, have failed to turn in monthly damage reports so Arthur is going to try again to retrieve that information from them.  Council felt that Charter needs to be more actively involved in the One-Call Center.  At the moment, the state has not enacted a law requiring everyone to be involved Paul said.
Old Business:

Dale reported on the council’s visit with Paul Wolf (Civil Construction) at his job site on 5th & Lincoln.  Dale, Marty, Bill, Sherlene, Mike and John Walker from NW Natural approached Paul and Nick with the Dig Safely Book, pamphlets and calendars and were more in the informing mode than the accusatory mode. Paul and Nick asked some pertinent questions like who is responsible to keep the locate marks up to date and how long do they maintain them?  All their questions were answered and the council  members definitely got their attention by showing up en mass.  Dale said Paul and Nick’s attitude was good and they were invited to be apart of our council.  The council feels that whatever agency gets hit next time, they should go after them since they have been given the tools to make sure it doesn’t happen again.
New Business:

Paul was not able to attend the state meeting, he was ill, so no news to report.  

January 29th  there’s the Regional Law Update Meeting at Eagle Crest in Redmond.  Paul Titus is planning on attending. 

New manuals are scheduled to be out the end of March.     

Round Table:

Jeff McCall  - Wasco County Public Works

· Starting Sevenmile Road re-alignment project next week
· Winter maintenance
Paul Titus  & Ed Ortega - Northern Wasco County PUD

· Digging the primary facilities at Celilo Village
· Full pole replacements on E. 10th/Washington in the alley
Jim Bailey – Wasco Electric Coop
· Nothing new just doing meter changeouts
Dale McCabe - City of The Dalles Public Works
· Fremont Street sewer job is nearing completion
· Clearwell Project is still underway
· Busy with the move to our new facilities.  Crews will be off-site the end of February
· Small sewer jobs from 7th to 8th, Kelly to G Streets
· The City Council awarded the contract to build onto our new facilities to Design Structures
· Lone Pine Project has started
Pat Smith – Oregon Dept. of Transportation
· Winter maintenance
· Busy last week with two truck turnovers on Hwy 26.  Both were emergency situations with fuel spills so environmental cleanups were involved
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:41 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted, Brenda Huskey, Secretary 
