WASCO COUNTY UNDERGROUND

COORDINATING COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

March 16, 2010
8:00 a.m. @ Shari’s Restaurant
Attendance:

Ed Ortega

Northern Wasco County PUD

Brenda Huskey

City of The Dalles

Dale McCabe

City of The Dalles
Jim Schwinof

Q-Life

Arthur Smith

Wasco County Public Works

Jeff McCall

Wasco County Public Works
Mike Richardson
The Dalles Irrigation District
Jim Bailey

Wasco Electric Co-op
The meeting was called to order at 8:08 a.m. by President, Mike Richardson.  
Minutes:

Minutes of the February meeting were approved as submitted.

Treasurer’s Report:
Beginning balance is the same as last month--$3,356.55.  Arthur has collected and deposited the local dues plus our OUNC assistance check arrived and we now have a total of $4,672.51.  Two members have yet to pay their dues--Century Link and Charter Communications.

To remain a non-profit organization we have to keep our bank balance under $5,000.  Since we are getting a pretty high balance, Arthur suggested we start having contractor lunches.   Dale suggested we have luncheons at all the rental centers and supply the owners with brochures and information so they can educate their clients to call 48 hours before they use the rental equipment.  
Jim Bailey suggested we do a canned radio advertisement for home owners and Brenda will check into the cost of an advertisement.

Please come to the next meeting with some great ideas as to getting our message out there, especially to the homeowners.

Damage Report:
No damages were reported for February but Charter Communications and Century Link did not submit reports. 
A damage issue came up with the City at 3rd and Taylor Streets.  This particular issue again brought up the fact that we need to have pre-construction meetings on site to see if any projects have undocumented utilities present so they are not damaged.  Better communication is the key to projects like East Gateway, Lone Pine and Terminal Reservoir which are still in the construction stage.

Old Business:

No members present had heard anything from Sunset Peak and since Paul and Bill were not present, a course of action was not discussed.  We hope to have an update from them at the next meeting.
Please send your comments regarding the Locator Best Practices to Don Patterson by March 18th.  The revision meeting is March 19th in Keizer.  It is known that the PUC wants certification so be proactive and support a good alternative or existing plan that fits the bill and decreases state involvement.
New Business:

Paul was not able to attend the March 10th and 11th meeting in Hood River so no report is available.
Jeff mentioned the county was doing some guardrail/post work in Rowena within about 20 feet of the railroad track.  They had called for locates and it was actually 8 hours past the required 48 when a  railroad locator showed up and asked if the county was waiting for him to locate.  A post that was already installed was right next to their railroad fiber optic line.  The crew thought all locates were done and weren’t aware there was a railroad locator or that they have a separate number to call for locates.  Dale said Ryan Case is the local manager and contact for track maintenance. He can be reached at (503) 249-2631 or on his cell at (541) 337-1335.  The locate number for Union Pacific Railroad is 1-800-336-9193 and be sure to call 10 days prior to work occurring in the railroad R-O-W.  Dale said UPRR requires a locate if you are working within 25 feet of their tracks and they can even require you to have a flagger (their flagger) present while working.  We will find out from Paul or Don if the railroad belongs to the one call center.
Round Table:

Ed Ortega - Northern Wasco County PUD

· Pole replacements
· Maintenance and line inspections
Dale McCabe - City of The Dalles Public Works
· Terminal Reservoir will start on April 1st
· Re-doing the sanitary sewer on Court Street between 7th & 10th up to Washington & 11th with this contract going out this summer  
· Re-doing sanitary sewer on Federal Street between 7th and 10th with a complete road rebuild
· Several big projects have come through the city’s site team and work is picking up in the area.  There have been very few people from the other utilities attending these meetings and they should be there to provide information to the developers and designers.  Please look over the packet information and try to make the meetings
Arthur Smith & Jeff McCall – Wasco County Public Works
· Spring blading
· Guardrail work/repairs
Jim Schwinof – Q-Life
· Waiting to wrap up the Q-Life project and asbuilts so ownership can be transferred to the City Public Works
· Fiber Optic line that Sunset Peak installed is not deep enough in places so they are going to have to come back in and since all are in CDF, they might have a problems
Jim Bailey – Wasco Electric Co-op
· By the end of the month the project in the town of Maupin will be done.  Wasco Electric is waiting for easements from BLM to proceed upstream from Maupin on the access road

· Miscellaneous services
Mike Richardson – The Dalles Irrigation District
· Have started putting water in the pipe

· Retro-fitted existing pipes with available funds
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:03 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Huskey, Secretary
